
Fren Mah, industrial design student  
and one of a team of students that 

invented a bicycle-powered light source.

 REPORT TO  
 THE COMMUNITY  

Shining a light  
on impoverished 
living conditions
When the sun goes down, kids living in homes without 
electricity often struggle to find a light to study by.  
With that in mind, industrial design students  
Russell Davidson, Jiayi Li, Fren Mah,  
Mikenna Tansley and Kapil Vachhar created a 
pedal-powered lamp with a dynamo motor (MiON), 
forged from recycled e-waste. MiON attaches to a 
bicycle to charge during the day, and serves as a 
portable light source at night. The design  — which 
could replace costly kerosene lamps — won 
the team a gold standing in the International 
Sustainable Electronics Competition.

Healthy eating, with a 
dash of social justice
Few cookbooks address the issue of poverty in combination 
with healthy, palate-pleasing recipes — a gap that inspired 
alumna Leanne Brown (’07 BA, Religious Studies) to create 
Good and Cheap: Eat Well on $4/Day — a free PDF cookbook 
that has been downloaded (or donated in print form) more 
than 550,000 times. Good and Cheap bridges economics, 
food studies and social justice, empowering low-income 
individuals and families to take control of their diets.

Opening the 
door to global 
citizenship
In the 21st century, competency in Asian 
languages is important, not only for 
cultural enrichment, but for international 
economic engagement. In the fall of 2015, 
the Department of East Asian Studies began 
offering courses in the Hindi language — the 
fourth most spoken language in the world — 
taught by Sharmila Mathur, director of the 
Indian Music Ensemble in the Department 
of Music. More than just a means of 
communication, fluency in the Hindi language 
will shape and reflect our ability to appreciate 
and access the culture of more than 300 
million people worldwide. It’s about opening 
another doorway to global citizenship.

Challenging gaming     
culture through online 
pedagogy
Following in the footsteps of UAlberta’s popular Dino 101, Arts has 
produced a MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) that’s proved equally 
successful. We teamed up with Edmonton-based game developer 
Bioware to tap into an interest that spans age and region: video games. 
Understanding Video Games  — aimed at challenging gaming culture and 
exploring violence and gender issues — launched in 2014, and was taught 
by associate professor Sean Gouglas. The course was taken by thousands 
of people worldwide, and students emerged with a better understanding of 
how society impacts video games, and vice versa.

 TEACHING   
 EXCELLENCE 

 GLOBAL REACH  

CSL links academic coursework to community-based learning 
experiences. This year, 1,506 students contributed 30,120 hours  
to the non-profit community, working on 353 different projects  
with 187 community partners. 

 COMMUNITY  
 SERVICE-LEARNING   
 (CSL)  

From the Promontory 
Caves of Utah, to an 
archeological field 
school in Greece, to 
the Northern Region of 
Ghana, our researchers 
are making discoveries 
around the world.

Our community of UAlberta Arts 
alumni is 50,000 strong, and we 
keep growing every year!

 50,000 CREATIVE   
 PROBLEM SOLVERS  
 … AND COUNTING  

Leading the conversation  
on Arctic development
Canada’s Arctic, Greenland and other circumpolar regions 
of the world are undergoing dramatic transformations. 
The north is emerging as a resource-rich, geo-politically 
contentious area, and anthropology professor and 
Henry Marshall Tory Chair Mark Nuttall is leading the 
conversation on the impact of Arctic development on 
indigenous populations and the environment. By working 
with local and international stakeholders, he is charting the 
course of current and future development.

The U of A has earned more 3M teaching 
fellowships — our nation’s highest award 
for undergraduate teaching excellence 
— than any other university in Canada. 
We’re proud to say that eight of the  
41 UAlberta winners have been from the 
Faculty of Arts.

Ending homelessness,  
one community at a time
Homelessness is a reality for almost 3,000 Edmontonians, 
but Geneva Ricks (’15 BA, Criminology) is determined to 
make Edmonton a city with safe, appropriate and affordable 
housing for all. Citing a lack of awareness around the issue 
of homelessness in Edmonton, Ricks organized the Right 
to Housing Conference while still a student with Arts’ 
Community Service-Learning program. The conference 
invited members of the public to learn about, and take 
action on, the issue of homelessness. For this community 
activist, it’s about mobilizing neighbourhoods and equipping 
individuals with the tools to start their own initiatives, 
ensuring that Edmonton is a place everyone can call home.

Ola Cislik, political 
science student and 

co-founder of NoLemon, 
a successful car buying 

web service.

Sean Gouglas, 
instructor of 
Understanding Video 
Games, a Massive 
Open Online Course.

 ONLINE   
 LEARNING  

Nearly 30,000 online users from 
154 countries participated in 
Understanding Video Games.

  

We have more than 230 Arts 
students studying abroad this year.

 ARTS STUDENTS   
 AROUND THE WORLD  



creative problem 
solvers worldwide 

Combating 
racism with 
digital media
In multicultural Canada, racism has found a 
new forum for victimization: social media.  
Irfan Chaudhry, a PhD student in Sociology, is 
using Twitter to track incidents of online racism 
across Canada, geo-targeting cities with high 
rates of offline, race-based crime. Initial results 
show a correlation between each city’s ethnic 
profile and the type of racist terminology used, 
and as the project moves forward, Chaudhry will 
continue working with digital media to create a 
database that can be used to analyze and combat 
the proliferation of online racism in Canada. 

Humanizing diagnostic 
imagery with art
The diagnosis of chronic illness creates a disconnect between what the 
mind is able to perceive and the reality that diagnostic scan imagery 
reveals about the fallibility of the human body. UAlberta MFA printmaker 
Darian Goldin Stahl aims to restore the sense of person at the centre 
of the diagnostic process by fusing the MRI scans of her sister, who has 
Multiple Sclerosis, to surface impressions of her own body, creating prints 
that both humanize and reconnect the fractured self.

No lemon, no problem: 
Student driven start-up 
protects the consumer
Political Science student Ola Cislik came 
up with the idea for a vehicle-vetting website 
during a troublesome car purchase, and built 
her business between classes. After meeting 
her partners through e-HUB, UAlberta’s 
entrepreneurial incubator, she co-founded 
NoLemon — a modern web service that helps 
buyers AND sellers navigate the vehicle 
transaction process. It’s a win/win situation, 
at least TEC Venture Edmonton thinks so — 
they named the start-up a 2015 VenturePrize 
Student Finalist and gifted the team $7,500 
to accelerate its launch.

 INTERNATIONAL   
 ACCLAIM  

Our printmaking program 
is widely considered one 
of the best in the world, 
with students, faculty, 
staff and alumni regularly 
recognized in top 
international competitions 
in Europe, Asia, Australia 
and the Americas.

Preserving 
Ukrainian 
churches in  
the prairies 
The familiar, domed Ukrainian churches 
that once dotted Western Canada’s prairie 
landscape are rapidly disappearing in 
the face of demographic changes, such as 
shrinking rural communities. But a team of 
Arts researchers are hard at work preserving 
their cultural and historical significance. 
Sanctuary: The Spiritual Documentation 
Project, led by Natalie Kononenko, 
professor of Modern Languages & Cultural 
Studies and Kule Chair in Ukrainian 
Ethnography, aims to document as many of 
these churches and their contents as possible 
– the team has photographed nearly 600 
churches so far. Those records will live in the 
Peel’s Prairie Provinces collection, open to 
the public at the UAlberta Library.

Revitalizing Edmonton’s 
urban landscape
With multiple distractions vying for our 
attention, Edmonton’s underutilized nooks 
and crannies are given little consideration. 
Toscha Turner (’02 BA/BMus, ’08 MA) is 
making Edmontonians see their city in a new 
way by reclaiming the lost spaces of our urban 
landscape. With projects like illumiNITE, 
Turner is staging art events across Edmonton’s 
empty streets and neglected alleyways – using 
visual art, music, exterior illumination and 
performance to transform neighbourhoods and 
make Edmonton’s downtown the place to be.

We have 5,776 Arts undergraduate students and 833 
Arts graduate students, and 23% of the entire student 
body are international students.

Social intervention through 
storytelling in Kenya
Rapid urbanization, health issues and economic strain are just a few 
of the problems affecting Kenya’s communities and tribes. Old Stories 
in New Ways is a creative research project that uses the power of 
stories and performance to contribute to timely social intervention. The 
interdisciplinary team of researchers and artists from UAlberta, led by 
drama professor Jan Selman, work on the ground in the East African 
country, encouraging open discussion by showing community members 
how to blend local language and traditional music to create performances 
that address these issues.

The Timms Centre for the Arts welcomes an average 
of 24,500 guests on campus each year. Our resident 
theatre company, U of A Studio Theatre, attracts more 
than 8,000 audience members annually.

 A MAJOR PLAYER   
 IN ALBERTA’S   
 CULTURAL SCENE  

 GUIDING OUR   
 STUDENTS  

 TALENTED, DIVERSE  
 AND CREATIVE  

Each year, the Department of Music invites high school 
students from across the province to rehearse and 
perform with faculty members in the U of A’s High 
School Honour Band at the Winspear Centre. This year, 
a record number — more than 190 — of Alberta’s most 
talented high school band students answered the call.

 NOTEWORTHY   
 COLLABORATION  

Our research was supported  
by $9.7 million in funding  
this year. 

 RESEARCH   
 FUNDING  

With 15 academic departments, many research centres and institutes, and 
an Office of Interdisciplinary Studies, the Faculty of Arts is internationally 
recognized for excellence in teaching and research in the fine arts, humanities 
and social sciences. Our students graduate with degrees respected by employers 
around the world, and we now have more than 50,000 alumni contributing 
to every sector of the economy, including oil & gas, business, non-profit, 
government, education and arts & culture.

 www.ualberta.ca/arts  

 CONNECT   
 WITH US  

For more information about  
the Faculty of Arts:  
www.woablog.ca 
www.curiousarts.ca

 facebook.com/UofAArts

 twitter.com/UofA_Arts

With more than 300 faculty members, 
400 contract instructors and 400 staff, 
the people in the Faculty of Arts have 
a wide base of knowledge to share 
with our students.
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