
 
 

POL S 224 B3 Canadian Government 
Winter 2020 

 
 
Instructor: Dr. Angelia Wagner  Class day/time: Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 a.m. to 12:20 p.m. 
Email: angelia@ualberta.ca  Class location: TB 105 
Office: Tory 11-7   Office hours: Tuesdays from 12:30-1:30 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Teaching assistant: Conner Peta  Email: peta@ualberta.ca 
Office: Tory 1-080   Office Hours: Thursdays from 12:30-2 p.m. or by appointment 
 
 
TERRITORIAL STATEMENT 
 
The University of Alberta acknowledges that we are located on Treaty 6 territory, and respects the 
histories, languages, and cultures of First Nations, Metis, Inuit, and all First Peoples of Canada, whose 
presence continues to enrich our vibrant community. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
Canadians went to the polls on Oct. 21, 2019 to select the members of Parliament they wanted to 
represent them for the next four years. Justin Trudeau’s Liberals sought another majority government 
while Andrew Scheer’s Conservatives and Jagmeet Singh’s New Democrats were keen to replace the 
Liberals. No one got what they wanted. Voters reduced the Liberals to a minority government, kept the 
Conservatives as the Official Opposition, and lowered the New Democrats’ presence in the House of 
Commons. This term we will explore the health of Canadian democracy and learn about Canada’s 
constitutional framework and governing institutions while following the fallout from the 2019 federal 
election. We will address questions such as: How do our political processes actually work? What are the 
strengths and weaknesses of our democratic institutions? How could they work better? To answer these 
questions, we will explore how indigeneity, gender, race/ethnicity, sexuality, and other factors shape 
government, institutions, policy, and politics. By the end of the course, you should hopefully have an 
answer to the most important question: Why should we care about how government works in Canada? 
 
COURSE PREREQUISTES: POL S 101. Students must have completed POL S 101 or its equivalent 
before registering in this course. It is your responsibility as a student to ensure that you have the 
appropriate prerequisite for the course. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
The goals of this course are to help students: 

• Develop sound knowledge of the institutions of the Canadian government and the political, 
social, and economic context of those institutions. 

• Gain understanding of important recent political events and articulate informed opinions 
regarding such issues. 

• Appreciate the importance of engaged citizenship. 
• Improve critical thinking and present analysis in a supportive environment. 
• Develop writing proficiency. 
• Develop their professional skills. 
• Access relevant source material from electronic databases and journals. 

mailto:angelia@ualberta.ca
mailto:peta@ualberta.ca
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CLASS FORMAT 
 
The course will consist of one lecture a week with a seminar-like component in each class. Don’t expect 
me to repeat what’s in the textbook. Instead, I expand on the ideas provided by the text, introduce 
additional information and conceptual frameworks, and offer examples.  
 
COURSE TEXTS 
 
We will use one book plus a collection of journal articles and book chapters. The book is available for 
purchase at the University of Alberta bookstore, Amazon.ca, or the University of Toronto Press website. 
 

• Patrick Malcolmson, Richard Myers, Gerald Baier, and Thomas M.J. Bateman. 2016. The 
Canadian Regime: An Introduction to Parliamentary Government in Canada, Sixth Edition. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press. 

 
The electronic journal articles and book chapters featured on the course schedule are available in  
eClass or via the University of Alberta online library. See the class schedule below for a list of readings. 
 
In addition to required readings and suggested readings, students are expected to stay informed of current 
events of Canadian government and politics. An almost unlimited number of ways exist to do so:  
 

• Newspapers: Globe and Mail, National Post, Toronto Star, Edmonton Journal  
• Radio/Podcasts: CBC Radio (especially The House)  
• Television: CBC News Network, CTV News 
• Websites: CBC News, The National Observer, Vice News Canada, BuzzFeed Canada; political 

reporters’ Twitter accounts.  
• Elections Canada (https://www.elections.ca/homeGE.aspx) for information about the election 

itself, including who is running, how to vote, and even how to work for Elections Canada. 
 
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION 
 
I will be available before class on Tuesdays and Thursdays, after class on Tuesdays, during office hours, 
and via appointments and email for consultations about any aspect of the course. Do not hesitate to 
contact me with questions or concerns. I will respond to emails within 48 hours. Myself and the teaching 
assistant will aim for a two-week turnaround on grading, but it depends upon class enrollment. Students 
can expect their assignments back within three weeks. 
 
IMPORTANT DATES (Winter 2020) 
 
First Day of Class:     Monday, January 6, 2020 
Add/Delete Date:      Friday, January 17, 2020  
50% Withdrawal Date:     Wednesday, February 5, 2020 
Withdrawal Date:     Wednesday, April 1, 2020 
Last Day of Class:     Wednesday, April 8, 2020 
Final Exam Date:     Monday, April 20, 2020 
Tentative Date of Deferred Final Exam:   Monday, April 27, 2020  

https://www.elections.ca/homeGE.aspx
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POL S 224 Course Schedule 
Week Dates Topics and Readings 

1 

Tuesday, January 7 Topic: Welcome and Introduction 
Thursday, January 9 Topic: Indigenous Forms of Governance  

 

Reading: Noisecat, Julian Brave. 2019. “The great law of peace: What we can 
learn from a 500-year-old Haudenosaunee constitution.” The Walrus, 
November, 24-33. 

2 

Tuesday, January 14 Topic: Regime Principles 
 

Readings: 
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 1. 
• Green, Joyce. 2017. “The impossibility of citizenship liberation for Indigenous 
people.” In Citizenship in Transnational Perspective: Australia, Canada, and 
New Zealand, ed. Jatinder Mann, 175-188. Cham, Switzerland: Palgrave 
Macmillan. DOI: 10.1007/978-3-319-53529-6_9 

Thursday, January 16 Seminar 
 

3 

Tuesday, January 21 Topic: Research Workshop 
  

Guest speaker: Katie Cuyler, Public Services and Government Information 
Librarian 
 

Reading: Mensh, Brett and Konrad Kording. 2017. “Ten simple rules for 
structuring papers.” PLoS Computational Biology 13(9): e1005619. DOI: 
10.1371/journal.pcbi.1005619 
 

Thursday, January 23 Topic: The Rules of the Game 
  

Reading: 
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 2. 

4 

Tuesday, January 28 Topic: Responsible Government 
 

Readings: 
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 3. 
• Sabin, Jerald. 2014. “Contested colonialism: Responsible government and 
political development in Yukon.” Canadian Journal of Political Science 47(2): 
375-396. DOI: 10.1017/S0008423914000419 

Thursday, January 30 Seminar 
 

Friday, January 31 RESEARCH PROPOSALS DUE 

5 

Tuesday, February 4 Topic: Federalism 
 

Reading:  
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 4. 

Thursday, February 6  Topic: The Crown 
 

Reading: 
• Legassé, Philippe. 2018. “Royal succession and the constitutional politics of 
the Canadian crown, 1936-2013.” The Round Table: The Commonwealth 
Journal of International Affairs 107(4): 451-462. DOI: 10.1080/00358533.2018.1494682 

6 

Tuesday, February 11 Topic: The Prime Minister 
 

Reading:  
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 6. 

Thursday, February 13 MIDTERM EXAM  

7 
Tuesday, February 18 Reading Week: No classes 
Thursday, February 20 Reading Week: No classes 

8 
Tuesday, February 25 Topic: The Cabinet 

 

Reading:  
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• Franceschet, Susan, Claire Annesley, and Karen Beckwith. 2017. “What do 
women symbolize? Symbolic representation and cabinet appointments.” 
Politics, Groups, and Identities 5(3): 488-493. DOI: 10.1080/21565503.2017.1321997 

Thursday, February 27 Topic: House of Commons 
 

Reading: 
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 7 

9 

Tuesday, March 3 Topic: Senate 
 

Guest presenter: Senator Paula Simons (confirmed) 
 

Readings:  
• Medeiros, Mike, Damien Bol, and Richard Nadeau. 2018. “Democratic 
legitimacy or regional representation: Support for upper chamber reform in 
Scotland and Quebec.” Parliamentary Affairs 71(4): 738-759. DOI: 
10.1093/pa/gsy004 
• McCallion, Elizabeth. 2019. “Feminist senators are critical actors in women’s 
representation.” Policy Options, November 11. 
https://policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/november-2019/feminist-senators-are-critical-actors-in-womens-
representation/ 

Thursday, March 5 Seminar 
 

10 

Tuesday, March 10 Topic: Electoral Systems 
 

Reading:  
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 9. 

Thursday, March 12 Topic: Political Parties 
 

Reading:  
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 10. 

11 

Tuesday, March 17 Topic: Political Candidacy 
 

Reading:  
• Wagner, Angelia. Forthcoming. “Avoiding the spotlight: Public scrutiny, 
moral regulation, and LGBTQ candidate deterrence.” Politics, Groups, and 
Identities. DOI: 10.1080/21565503.2019.1605298 

Thursday, March 19 Seminar 
 

12 

Tuesday, March 24 Topic: The Courts 
 

Reading:  
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 5 

Thursday, March 26 Topic: The Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
 

Reading:  
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 8. 

13 

Tuesday, March 31 Topic: Public Policy 
 

Guest presenter: Meagan Auer on GBA+ (confirmed) 
 

Readings: 
• The Canadian Regime, Chapter 11 
• Hankivsky, Olena and Linda Mussell. 2018. “Gender-based analysis plus in 
Canada: Problems and possibilities of integrating intersectionality.” Canadian 
Public Policy 44(4): 303-316. DOI:10.3138/cpp.2017-058 

Thursday, April 2 Seminar 
 

14 Tuesday, April 7 Last class: Exam review 
 Tuesday, April 14 RESEARCH PAPER DUE 

 Monday, April 20 FINAL EXAM: Tentatively set for 2 p.m. 
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CLASS REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 
 
Course requirements are outlined below. Students should note that in all but exceptional situations all 
components of the course must be completed to receive a passing grade. Policy regarding missed term 
work is outlined in Section 23.4(3) of the University Calendar while policy about course outlines can be 
found in Section 23.4(2). Evaluation of the following requirements will determine students’ grades:  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AT A GLANCE  
 

Requirement  Due date/exam date % of final 
grade 

Professionalism Throughout the course 10% 
Mid-term exam Thursday, February 13, 2020 (in class) 20% 
Research project 
      Research proposal 
 
 
     Research paper 

 
Friday, January 31, 2020, by 11:59 p.m. MST via 
eClass 
 
Tuesday, April 14, 2020, by 11:59 p.m. MST via 
eClass 
 

 
10% 
 
 
30% 
 

Final exam  Monday, April 20, 2020, 2-5 p.m. (in classroom) 30% 
 
DETAILS ABOUT COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Professionalism (worth 10% of the overall course grade) 
 
Students are expected to attend class regularly, arrive on time, and stay for the entire class. They should 
turn off or mute cellphones, and never use unapproved electronic devices in class. If students need to be 
available to family members or equivalent, let me know in advance. Complete the readings before they 
are discussed in class, and take responsibility for any work missed. Meet all assignment deadlines. 
Always act in a respectful way toward classmates, guest speakers, and instructor. Approach the course 
material with an open mind and willingness to engage with different ideas and opinions. The 
professionalism rubric is available on eClass. 
 
Mid-term exam (worth 20% of the overall course grade) 
 
Date: Thursday, February 13, 2020; in class (11 a.m. to 12:20 p.m.) 
 
A test on the material covered up to February 11 will be held in class on February 13. It will take the form 
of short-answer questions. Exam tips and study questions will be provided in class. 
 
Election Research Assignment (worth 40% of the overall course grade) 
 
Date for proposal: Friday, January 31, 2020; by 11:59 p.m. MST via eClass 
Date for final paper: Tuesday, April 14, 2020; by 11:59 p.m. MST via eClass 
 
You’ll design and execute a research project about any aspect of the 2019 Canadian federal election that 
strikes your fancy. You can either do a theory paper (where you forward a series of theoretical arguments) 
or an empirical paper (where you do original research). The only requirement is that your analysis 
must touch on the 2019 Canadian federal election campaign in a concrete and substantive way. Any 
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proposal or final paper that does not do so will automatically receive a failing grade (F). If your 
topic is not obvious, clear it with me before getting started on the research proposal. Information, 
instructions, and tips, plus grading rubrics for both components, can be found on eClass in the 
assignments section under the title “Election Project Instructions.” 
 
Final Examination (worth 30% of the overall course grade) 
 
Exam Date and Time: Monday, April 20, 2020, 2-5 p.m., in the regular classroom. 
 
The exam must be taken at this time and will not be rescheduled to accommodate travel arrangements. A 
valid emergency or medical excuse is required for a deferral to be approved.   
 
The exam is officially three hours in length, though I’ll design it so three hours is more than enough time 
to get it done. You’ll answer short- and long-answer questions based on material covered during the term. 
Everything we have covered is fair game, though the focus will be on material discussed after the mid-
term. On the last day of class, you will receive a list of study questions, tips, and instructions. 
 
GRADING 
 
The Department of Political Science does not have a set grade quota or curves. The Faculty of Arts 
recommends that the class average in 200-level courses fall in a range around the Faculty historical 
average grade of 2.63 - 3.23. 
 
Grading scheme 
 

 

COURSE GRADES OBTAINED BY UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS 
 

Descriptor 

 
Letter 
Grade 

Grade 
Point 
Value 

 
Grade Definition 

Excellent A+ 4.0 Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization; capacity to analyze 
and synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter with sound critical 
evaluations; evidence of extensive knowledge base. 

A 4.0 
A- 3.7 

Good B+ 3.3 Evidence of grasp of subject matter; some evidence of critical capacity and 
analytic ability; reasonable understanding of relevant issues; evidence of 
familiarity with literature. 

B 3.0 
B- 2.7 

Satisfactory C+ 2.3 Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of 
the subject matter and ability to develop solutions to simple problems in the 
material. 

C 2.0 
C- 1.7 

Poor D+ 1.3 Some evidence of familiarity with the subject matter and some evidence that 
critical and analytic skills have been developed. Minimal pass D 1.0 

Failure F 0.0 Little evidence of even superficial understanding of subject matter; 
weakness in critical and analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of literature. 

 
PAST OR REPRESENTATIVE EVALUATIVE MATERIAL 
 
Students can gain access to past and/or representative evaluative course material via the Students’ Union 
Exam Registry. You can access it here: https://www.su.ualberta.ca/services/infolink/exam/ 
 
  

https://www.su.ualberta.ca/services/infolink/exam/
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ATTENDANCE, ABSENCES, AND MISSED GRADE COMPONENTS 
 
Regular attendance is essential for optimal performance in any course. In cases of potentially excusable 
absences due to illness or domestic affliction, notify me by email within two days or as soon as possible 
with due regard for the circumstances. Regarding absences that may be excusable and procedures for 
addressing course components missed as a result, consult sections 23.3(1) and 23.5.6 of the University 
Calendar. Be aware that unexcused absences will result in partial or total loss of the grade for the 
“attendance and participation” component(s) of a course, as well as for any assignments that are not 
handed in or completed as a result. 
 
Written assignments are due by 11:59 p.m. MST and must be submitted through eClass on the due date. 
For assignments handed in late without valid reason, there is a penalty of one letter grade per day, with 
weekends counting as 2 days. Thus, an A- paper that is 2 days late will receive a grade of B. 
 
Missed Tests and Assignments: Students must request approval for missed term work within two 
working days of the absence (or as soon as possible with due regard for the circumstances) and complete 
a “Request for Excused Absence or Deferral of Term Work” form. Transferring the weight of missed 
work to the Final Exam could result in the student not being approved for a deferred final examination as 
they may not have completed the required 50% of term work. Deferral of term work is a privilege and not 
a right. There is no guarantee that a deferral will be granted. Misrepresentation of facts to gain a deferral 
is a serious breach of the Code of Student Behaviour. 
 
Deferred Final Examination: For information on how to apply for a deferred exam see “I Missed my 
Final Exam, Now What?”   
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Academic Integrity: The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic 
integrity and honesty. Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic 
honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to 
familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of Student Behaviour and avoid any behaviour that 
could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or 
participation in an offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or 
expulsion from the University. 
 
All students should consult the Academic Integrity website. If you have any questions, ask your 
instructor.  
 
An instructor or coordinator who is convinced that a student has handed in work that he or she could not 
possibly reproduce without outside assistance is obliged, out of consideration of fairness to other students, 
to report the case to the Associate Dean of the Faculty. See the Academic Discipline Process. 
 
While seeking the advice is often helpful, excessive editorial and creative help in assignments is 
considered a form of cheating that violates the Code of Student Behaviour.  
 
Recording of Lectures: Audio or video recording, digital or otherwise, of lectures, labs, seminars or any 
other teaching environment by students is allowed only with the prior written consent of the instructor or 
as a part of an approved accommodation plan. Student or instructor content, digital or otherwise, created 
and/or used within the context of the course is to be used solely for personal study, and is not to be used 
or distributed for any other purpose without prior written consent from the content author(s). 

https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/arts/student-services/documents/2017-documents/deferred-final-exams-april-2017.pdf
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/arts/student-services/documents/2017-documents/deferred-final-exams-april-2017.pdf
https://cloudfront.ualberta.ca/-/media/universitygovernance/documents/resources/policies-standards-and-codes-of-conduct/cosb-updated-july-1-2019.pdf
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/academic-resources/academic-integrity
https://www.ualberta.ca/provost/dean-of-students/student-conduct-and-accountability/discipline-process
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Student Resources: The best all-purpose website for student services is: https://www.ualberta.ca/current-
students. 
 
Accessibility Resources: (1-80 SUB) 
The University of Alberta is committed to creating work and learning communities that inspire and enable 
all people to reach their full potential. Accessibility Resources promotes an accessible, inclusive, and 
universally designed environment. For general information about how to register for services, visit the  
Accessibility Resources webpage. 
 
The Academic Success Centre: (1-80 SUB) 
The Academic Success Centre offers a variety of workshops on effective study and exam strategies. There 
are in-person and online sessions available for a modest fee. 
 
The Centre for Writers: (1-42 Assiniboia Hall)  
The Centre for Writers offers free one-on-one writing support to students, faculty, and staff. Students can 
request consultation for a writing project at any stage of development. Instructors can request class visits 
and presentations. 
 
Health and Wellness Support: There are many health and community services available to current 
students. For more information visit the Health and Wellness Support webpage. 
 
Office of the Student Ombuds: 
The Office of the Student Ombuds offers confidential interviews, advice and support to students facing 
academic, discipline, interpersonal and financial difficulties.  
 
Learning and working environment: The Faculty of Arts is committed to ensuring that all students, 
faculty and staff are able to work and study in an environment that is safe and free from discrimination 
and harassment. It does not tolerate behaviour that undermines that environment. 

It is the policy of the University of Alberta that sexual violence committed by any member of the 
University community is prohibited and constitutes misconduct. Resources and more information can be 
found at https://www.ualberta.ca/campus-life/sexual-violence. 

Policy about course outlines can be found in the Evaluation Procedures and Grading System section of the 
University Calendar. 
 
Disclaimer: Any typographical errors in this syllabus are subject to change and will be announced in 
class and posted on eClass. The date of the final examination is set by the Registrar and takes precedence 
over the final examination date reported in this syllabus.   
 
Copyright: Angelia Wagner, Faculty of Arts, University of Alberta (2020).  
 
  

https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/student-accessibility-services
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/student-accessibility-services
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/academic-success-centre
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/centre-for-writers/
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/wellness
https://www.ualberta.ca/current-students/ombuds
https://www.ualberta.ca/campus-life/sexual-violence
https://calendar.ualberta.ca/content.php?catoid=20&navoid=4939#Evaluation_Procedures_and_Grading_System
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EXCERPTS FROM THE CODE OF STUDENT BEHAVIOUR   
(UPDATED EFFECTIVE APRIL, 2008) 
 

30.3.2(1) Plagiarism 
 
No Student shall submit the words, ideas, 
images or data of another person as the 
Student’s own in any academic writing, 
essay, thesis, project, assignment, 
presentation or poster in a course or 
program of study. 
 
30.3.2(2) Cheating  
 
30.3.2(2) a  No Student shall in the course 
of an examination or other similar activity, 
obtain or attempt to obtain information from 
another Student or other unauthorized 
source, give or attempt to give information 
to another Student, or use, attempt to use or 
possess for the purposes of use any 
unauthorized material.  
30.3.2(2) b  No Student shall represent or 
attempt to represent him or herself as 
another or have or attempt to have himself 
or herself represented by another in the 
taking of an examination, preparation of a 
paper or other similar activity. See also 
misrepresentation in 30.3.6 (4). 
30.3.2(2) c  No Student shall represent 
another’s substantial editorial or 
compositional assistance on an assignment 
as the Student’s own work. 
30.3.2(2) d  No Student shall submit in any 
course or program of study, without the 
written approval of the course Instructor, all 
or a substantial portion of any academic 
writing, essay, thesis, research report, 
project, assignment, presentation or poster 
for which credit has previously been 
obtained by the Student or which has been 
or is being submitted by the Student in 
another course or program of study in the 
University or elsewhere. 
 

 
30.3.2(2) e  No Student shall submit in any 
course or program of study any academic 
writing, essay, thesis, report, project, 
assignment, presentation or poster containing a 
statement of fact known by the Student to be 
false or a reference to a source the Student 
knows to contain fabricated claims (unless 
acknowledged by the Student), or a fabricated 
reference to a source.     
  

30.3.6(4)  Misrepresentation of Facts 

No Student shall misrepresent pertinent facts to 
any member of the University community for 
the purpose of obtaining academic or other 
advantage. See also 30.3.2(2) b, c, d and e. 

30.3.6(5)  Participation in an Offence  

No Student shall counsel or encourage or 
knowingly aid or assist, directly or indirectly, 
another person in the commission of any 
offence under this Code. 

  
The Truth In Education (T*I*E) project is a 
campus wide educational campaign on Academic 
Honesty.  This program was created to let people 
know the limits and consequences of inappropriate 
academic behavior. There are helpful tips for 
Instructors and Students.   
 
Please take the time to visit the website at:  
http://www.ualberta.ca/tie   

 

http://www.ualberta.ca/tie

