
Sociology 100: Introductory Sociology – Fall 2015 
 

   
 

Section A3, Tuesday & Thursday 9:30pm – 10:50pm, Tory Lecture Theatres 12 (TL 12 [Tory Turtle]) 
 

Instructor: Mike Zajko 
Office: Tory 4-7 

Office Hours: Tuesdays 11:00am-12:00pm 
Email: zajko@ualberta.ca (please include SOC 100 in the subject line) 

 
Course Description:    
An examination of the theory, methods, and substance of sociology: the study of how societies are 
shaped, and how societies shape us. Topics include culture, socialization, deviance, stratification, social 
movements and communications.  
Note: Not to be taken by students with credit in SOC 300.  
 
Each lecture will address a particular topic, or aspect of sociology. Students are expected to check the 
schedule beforehand, and complete the assigned reading in advance. Lectures will cover parts of the 
readings and build on them. Exam questions may be asked of any readings or lecture material, 
including videos and discussions.    
 
Course Objectives: 
The goals for this class are to help you achieve the following: 

• Become familiar with foundational concepts and principles in sociology 

• Understand the methods and theories that inform the practice of sociology 

• Develop the “sociological imagination” to see interconnections between individuals and society 

• Challenge assumptions and common sense about how the world works 

• Develop a capacity for critical thought and reflection 

 

mailto:zajko@ualberta.ca


Required Text: 
Tepperman, Albanese, and Curtis (2014). Principles of Sociology: Canadian Perspectives. 3rd edition. 
Oxford University Press. 
 
Other supplementary readings will be assigned through eClass. 
 
Classroom Policies: 
- Lecture slides will be posted to eClass prior to the start of the lecture. Be sure to take notes, as slides 
may not be self-explanatory. 
 
- Lecture notes and videos will not be provided to students who miss class. Students who miss class are 
responsible for obtaining the notes from another student and for accessing any missed videos. 
 
- Audio or video recording of lectures, labs, seminars or any other teaching environment by students is 
allowed only with the prior written consent of the instructor or as a part of an approved accommodation 
plan. Recorded material is to be used solely for personal study, and is not to be used or distributed for 
any other purpose without prior written consent from the instructor. 
 
- Bring a pencil and your student ONEcard to each examination. 
 
-Examinations will be multiple-choice, and cover material in assigned readings as well as lecture 
content. 
 
Course Requirements: 
Midterm 1 – 30% - scheduled for September 29 (covers Chapters 1, 2, 3 and 5) 
Midterm 2 – 35% - scheduled for October 29 (covers Chapters 6, 7, 8 and 11) 
Final Exam – 35% - tentatively scheduled for December 17 at 9:00 a.m. (covers Chapters 14, 15, 17 
and additional topics [TBA]) 
 
Grading 
Description Percentage Grade Value 
Excellent 90-100 A+ 4.0 

86-89 A 4.0 
82-85 A- 3.7 

Good 78-81 B+ 3.3 
74-77 B 3.0 
70-73 B-  2.7 

Satisfactory 66-69 C+ 2.3 
62-65 C 2.0 
58-61 C- 1.7 

Poor 54-57 D+ 1.3 
Minimal Pass 50-53 D 1.0 
Fail 0-49 F 0.0 



Schedule  
(May be subject to change depending on class progress and guest speakers)  
Date Topic  Assigned Readings 
September 1 
September 3 
September 8 
September 10 
September 15 
September 17 
September 22 
September 24 
September 29 
October 1  
October 6 
October 8 
October 13 
October 15 
October 20 
October 22 
October 27 
October 29 
November 3 
November 5 
November 10 
November 12 
November 17 
November 19 
November 24 
November 26 
December 1 
December 3 

Course Introduction 
Introduction to Sociology & Sociological Theory 
Research Methods 
Socialization 
Culture 
Culture 
Deviance & Social Control 
Deviance & Social Control 
Midterm 1 
Social Inequality 
Social Inequality 
Gender & Sexuality 
Gender & Sexuality 
Ethnic & Race Relations 
Ethnic & Race Relations 
Work & Economy 
Work & Economy 
Midterm 2 
Politics & Social Movements 
Politics & Social Movements 
Reading Week – NO CLASS 
Reading Week – NO CLASS 
Globalization and Social Change 
Globalization and Social Change 
Environment, Science & Technology 
Environment, Science & Technology 
Mass Media & Communication 
Mass Media & Communication 

 
Ch. 1 
Ch. 1 
Ch. 3 
Ch. 2 
Ch. 2 
Ch. 5 
Ch. 5 
 
Ch. 6 
Ch. 6 
Ch. 7 
Ch. 7 
Ch. 8 
Ch. 8 
Ch. 11 
Ch. 11 
 
Ch. 14 
Ch. 14 
 
 
Ch. 15 
Ch. 15 
see eClass 
see eClass 
Ch. 17 
Ch. 17 

 
 
Additional Information 
1. Course Outlines:  
Policy about course outlines can be found in §23.4(2) of the University Calendar. 
 
2. Academic Integrity: 
The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. 
Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the 
policies of the University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with 
the provisions of the Code of Student Behaviour (online at www.governance.ualberta.ca) and avoid any 
behavior which could potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts 
and/or participation in an offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in 
suspension or expulsion from the University. 
 
 
 



3. Missed Term Exams:  
To apply for an excused absence, a student must present supporting documentation pertaining to the 
absence to the instructor within two working days following the missed term exam or as soon as the 
student is able, having regard to the circumstances underlying the absence. 
 
Students who are approved for an excused absence will be required to write an equivalent exam at a 
time set by the instructor. If the student does not write the assigned make-up exam at the prescribed 
time, a raw score of zero will be assigned for the missed term exam. 
 
4. Missed Final Exams: A student who has missed a final exam because of incapacitating illness, 
severe domestic affliction or other compelling reason (including religious conviction) may apply for a 
deferred exam. Students needing to apply for a deferred exam must present themselves at their Faculty 
Student Services Office within two working days of the missed exam or as soon as the student is able. 
Instructors do not have the authority to grant deferred final exams.  
Students who are approved for a deferred final exam will write on Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 
9:00am in BUS 1-06. 
 
Sample exam questions: 
 
1. Of the following, ________ is most likely to emphasize the ways in which social institutions are 

integrated. 
a) a conflict theorist 
b) a symbolic interactionist 
c) a feminist 
d) a post-modernist 
e) a functionalist 

 
2.  Advocates of control theory would argue that ________ 

a) we can expect to find deviance when social controls are weak or broken 
b) biology is as important as environment in the commission of deviant acts 
c) the strain between societally approved goals and the means to achieve those goals results in 

deviant behaviour 
d) learning the behaviours and motivations associated with deviance are paramount 
e) efforts to control deviance through punishment actually create more deviant behaviour 

 
3.  In terms of gender and deviance, ________. 

a) males and females differ only slightly in terms of the disapproved behaviours in which they 
engage 

b) gender correlates closely with a wide range of behaviours, including deviant behaviours 
c) males only engage in more violent behaviours than females, not other kinds of criminal activity 
d) females are more likely to engage in behaviours that most members of Canadian society would 

say they disapprove 
e) females are more likely to engage in criminal activity, but males are more likely to be arrested 

 
 
 
 
 
 



4. ________ is an economic doctrine that is favoured by private companies and has been adopted by 
many governments around the world since the late 1970s. 

a) Neo-conservatism 
b) Neo-Marxism 
c) Neo-liberalism 
d) Neo-globalization 
e) Neo-industrialism 

 
5. Later writers critiqued Karl Marx for ________. 

a) placing too much emphasis on the role of gender in class divisions 
b) reducing all politics to class politics 
c) assuming that power is not relational in society 
d) placing too little emphasis on the role of power in society 
e) his poor grammar and syntax 


