
 
SOC224-A1
Sociology of Deviance and Conformity
2015 Fall Session

Lecture Time: Mon/Wed/Fri 10:00am-10:50am
Lecture Room: TL B 1

Instructor: Katharina Maier
Office Hours: Wed 12:00pm-2:00pm or by appointment 
Office Location: Tory 15-7
Email: kmaier@ualberta.ca (see e-mail policy below) 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Course Description: 
This course examines deviance, conformity, and social control as social processes. The processes involved in
defining behaviour patterns as deviant, and the factors which influence constructions of deviance and conformity
will be explored. Lectures will draw on a variety of theoretical perspectives, and will introduce students to
research on a wide range of topics, including physical appearance, sexuality, youth, and religion. Students are
encouraged to think about the strengths and limitations of all of the theories and research discussed in class. This
course will consist of lectures, films, and occasional guest speakers. 

Note: 
Since this is a course on deviance, it is possible that students might be introduced to issues and/or lifestyles
which they might disagree with or which might make them feel uncomfortable. If this might be a problem for
you, you should consider not continuing in this course. 

“Policy about course outlines can be found in § 23.4(2) of the University Calendar.” 

Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, you should be able to:

– compare the different ways sociologists conceptualize deviance, conformity, and social control;
– explain the central theoretical tenets (positivist and non-positivist theorizing) related to deviant 

processes;
– have an understanding of relevant scholarly knowledge related to specific topics of deviance (e.g., 

physical appearance, sexuality, mental disorders, youth, religion), and
– apply different theoretical perspectives to cases of deviance. 

In addition, this course aims to help students advance their critical reading and thinking skills in the areas of 
deviance, conformity, and social control. 

Accessibility Needs (www.ssds.ualberta.ca):
Students with accessibility needs, please contact Student Accessibility Services as soon as possible
(http://www.ssds.ualberta.ca/en/ContactUs.aspx). 

Required Readings:
We will use the following textbook:
Bereska, Tami M. (2014).  Deviance, Conformity, and Social Control in Canada  . 4  th   Edition. Toronto:
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Pearson Canada.

The textbook is available in the university bookstore (www.bookstore.ualberta.ca) and at the Rutherford Library
reserve desk.  

Additional required journal articles (see below) are available online through the University of Alberta Libraries
system (www.library.ualberta.ca). If you do not know how to search for articles and/or e-journals, please see me
or  consult a librarian at Rutherford Library. 
All required readings are listed on the course schedule (see below). 

Evaluation:

Exams Weighting Date

Mid Term #1 33% October 5

Mid Term #2 33% November 2

Final Exam 34% TBA (The date of the final exam can
be verified through Bear Tracks and
will also be announced in class.)

100%

The two mid-term exams will be held during regular class time. They will include 30 to 40 multiple choice
questions as well as one to three short answer questions. Mid term #1 will be based on material covered in week
1 to 5 (Sept 2 to Oct 2). Mid term #2 will be based on material covered in week 6 to 9 (Oct 7 to Oct 30). 
The final exam will be two hours in length. It will be cumulative, i.e., it will cover all material presented in class
(week 1-15).
Students are responsible for all class material, including lectures, guest speakers, films, and material covered in
journal articles and the textbook. Sample questions will be discussed in class and made available through eClass
prior to the first mid-term exam.  

Grade Scale:

Description Percentage Grade Grade Point Value

Excellent 90-100 A+ 4.0

86-89 A 4.0

82-85 A- 3.7

Good 78-81 B+ 3.3

74-77 B 3.0

70-73 B- 2.7

Satisfactory 66-69 C+ 2.3

62-65 C 2.0

58-61 C- 1.7

Poor 54-57 D+ 1.3

Minimal Pass 50-53 D 1.0

Fail 0-49 F 0.0

2

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/
http://www.bookstore.ualberta.ca/


Attendance: 
In order to do well in this course, it is essential that you attend all lectures. If you miss a lecture, for whatever
reason, please make arrangements to borrow notes from another student. Please do not ask the instructor for
copies of lecture notes. 

Use of eClass:
All class announcements will be posted on eClass. Please check eClass regularly for any updates or changes to
the class schedule, office hours, etc. 

Email Policy:
I prefer to answer any inquiries in person rather than by email. I will be available to talk to you before class, in
scheduled office hours (Wednesday 12:00-2:00pm) or by appointment. 
If you do email me, please follow the following guidelines:

– Please include the course code (SOC224) in the subject line as well as a concise statement of purpose
(e.g., missed mid-term).

– Please use your UofA email accounts for any course related communication. Please include your name
in the body of your message. 

– Please check the course syllabus and eClass before asking any questions about exams, make-up tests,
grades, etc. 

– I will do my best to answer emails within 24 hours between Monday to Friday. I will not respond to
emails in the evenings or on weekends. 

– Email should be used for simple and easy to answer inquiries only. For any other questions, please see
me in person. 

Term Work Policies:

Missed Mid-Term Exams:
Missing a test is a serious occurrence. If you miss a mid-term exam, please contact the instructor within two
working days following the missed exam (or as soon as possible, with regard to your circumstances) to apply
for an excused absence. Excused absences are not automatic and will be judged on a case-by-case basis by the
instructor, who may request supporting documents regarding your absence (see below). Excused absence may be
granted for reasons such as medical illness, severe domestic affliction, car accident, religious conviction, or other
serious circumstances. Vacations, travel arrangements, weddings, as well as student negligence (among other
things) are not acceptable reasons. 
Students granted an excused absence from a mid-term exam may be granted a designated period to write a make-
up exam, or, in some cases, have the weight of the missed mid-term exam transferred to the final exam. 

Documentation for absence: 
For incapacitating medical illness, students can present one of the following:

– “University of Alberta Medical Statement” signed by a doctor (Note that a medical note cannot be
required. Should a student choose to submit a medical note, the UofA Medical Statement Form can be
downloaded from the Online Services section of www.registraroffice.ualberta.ca);

– “Medical Declaration Form for Students” (for Faculty of Arts students);
– “Statutory Declaration” (for students in Faculties other than Arts, to be obtained from home Faculty of

the Office of the Registrar). 
For all other cases, students should submit appropriate documentation to the situation. 

Remarking Mid-Term Exams:
If you wish to request a re-marking of your mid-term exam, you must adhere to the following guidelines:

– All requests must be made in writing. Please submit a written note to the instructor in which you specify
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the question you would like to appeal and explain why you believe you were marked incorrectly, along
with the original exam. I will not accept verbal requests.

– All requests must be submitted within seven business days from the date the exam was returned in class
or made available for pick-up (whichever comes earlier). 

– Please be aware that the instructor may discover errors that were originally not detected on the mid-term
exam. Should this happen, your mark will be corrected and could, as a result, go down. 

– I will respond to your request, in writing, within seven business days. 
– The revised grade stands. 

Missed and Deferred Final Exams:
Missing a final exam is a serious occurrence. Please do not make any travel plans before verifying the exam date
on Bear Tracks. 
Instructors cannot grant deferred final exams. Students must apply to their home Faculty for a deferred final
exam, regardless of the reason. Students must contact their home Faculty within two working days following
the missed exam, or as soon as the student is able, having regard to the circumstances underlying the absence. 
Deferred exams are not granted automatically and will be considered only for acceptable reasons such as
incapacitating mental and/or physical illness, severe domestic affliction, or for circumstances described in the
University’s Discrimination, Harassment and Duty to Accommodate Policy (including religious belief).
Unacceptable reasons include, but are not limited to personal events such as vacations, weddings or travel
arrangements. Students will need to present appropriate supporting documents and should contact their home
Faculty to find out what documents they need. 

Deferred Final Exam (for students granted a deferred final exam): Saturday, January 16th, 2016 at 9:00am
(Location: BUS 1 06). 

Academic Integrity:
“The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity and honesty. Students are
expected to be familiar with these standards regarding academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the
University in this respect. Students are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the
Code of Student Behaviour (online at www.governance.ualberta.ca) and avoid any behaviour which could
potentially result in suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an
offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or expulsion from the
University.” 

For further information about Academic Integrity and to access the Academic Integrity Handbook for students,
visit the Office of Student Judicial Affairs website at (http://www.osja.ualberta.ca/en/Students.aspx). 

Other course related issues:
– Cell phones are to be turned off or on silent during lectures and exams. Under exceptional

circumstances, you may use your phone in class after permission of the instructor has been obtained.
– “Audio or video recording of lectures, labs, seminars or any other teaching environment by students is

allowed only with the prior written consent of the instructor or as a part  of an approved accommodation
plan. Recorded material is to be used solely for personal study, and is not to be used or distributed for
any other purpose without prior written consent from the instructor.” 

Disclaimer: The information in this syllabus is subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class and
posted on eClass. 

4

http://www.osja.ualberta.ca/en/Students.aspx


Class Schedule and Readings (see full references below):

Week Dates Topic Readings

1 Sept 2 Introduction and Course Overview No readings

Sept 4 Defining and Conceptualizing Deviance Chapter 1 (pp 1-20)

2 Sept 7 No Class (Labor Day)

Sept 9 Defining and Conceptualizing Deviance (continued) Chapter 1 (pp 20-31)

Sept 11

3 Sept 14 Deviance and Physical Appearance Chapter 7 (pp 188-200)

Ricciardelli, R., & White, P. (2011).
Modifying the Body: Canadian Men's
Perspectives on Appearance and Cosmetic
Surgery. The Qualitative Report, 16 (4).
949-970.

Sept 16

Sept 18

4 Sept 21 Deviance and Sexuality Chapter 5 (pp 120-153)

Thompson, W., & Harred, J. (1992).
Topless dancers: Managing stigma in a
deviant occupation. Deviant Behavior, 13
(3). 291-311.

Sept 23

Sept 25

5 Sept 28 Deviance and Mental Disorders Chapter 8 (pp 221-248)

Fennell, D., & Liberato, A. (2007).
Learning to live with OCD: labeling, the
self, and stigma. Deviant Behavior, 28 (4).
305-331. 

Sept 30

Oct 2

6 Oct 5 Mid-Term # 1

Oct 7 Explaining Deviance (Positivist Theories) Chapter 2 (pp 32-65)

Oct 9

7 Oct 12 No class (Thanksgiving)

Oct 14 Explaining Deviance (Positivist Theories) (continued) Chapter 2 (pp 32-65)

Oct 16 Media Chapter 4 (pp 92-97; 108-109; 115-119) 

8 Oct 19 Deviant Youth Chapter 6 (pp 154-168; 179-187)

Adorjan, M. (2011). Emotions Contests
and Reflexivity in the News: Examining
Discourse on Youth Crime in Canada.
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 40
(2). 168-198.

Oct 21

Oct 23

9 Oct 26 Deviance, Drugs, and Alcohol Chapter 6 (pp 169-178)

Denton, B., & O'Malley, P. (1999).
Gender, Trust & Business. British Journal
of Criminology, 39 (4). 513-530.

Oct 28

Oct 30

10 Nov 2 Mid Term # 2

5



Nov 4 Explaining Deviance (Non-positivist Theories) Chapter 3 (pp 67-91)

Nov 6

11 Nov 9-13 No class (Fall Reading Week)

12 Nov 16 Explaining Deviance (Non-positivist Theories)
(continued)

Chapter 3 (pp 67-91)

Nov 18 Deviance and Religion Chapter 9 (pp 249-283)

Nov 20

13 Nov 23 Deviance, Prisons, and Punishment De  Viggiani,  N.  (2012).  Trying  to  be
something  you  are  not.  Masculine
performances within a prison setting. Men
and Masculinities, 15 (3). 271-291.

Nov 25

Nov 27

14 Nov 30 TBA (Students are encouraged to make suggestions
about any other topics they would like to learn about in
this class. We will have an online vote (on eClass) to
decide the topic; possible topics could be deviance and
health, deviance and food, deviance and the workplace,
cyber-deviance, or another issue. 

TBA

Dec 2 Exiting Deviance Sommers, I., Baskin, D., & Fagan J.
(1994). Getting out of the life: Crime
desistance by female street offenders.
Deviant Behaviour, 15 (2). 125-149. 

Dec 4 The “Deviance Dance” Chapter 10 (pp 284-301)

15 Dec 7 Review No readings
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