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Soc 271 (B1): Introduction to the Family 
Winter 2018 

TTh, 11:00 am – 12:20 pm 
Tory Lecture Theatre B-2 

 
Sara Dorow, Instructor 
sdorow@ualberta.ca 
Office: Tory 6-28 
Office hours: Thursday 1:00 – 2:00 pm, or by appointment 
NOTE: For quick questions, or to make an appointment, please e-mail me. 
 
Nicole Hill, TA (e-mail: nsh@ualberta.ca) 
Office:   Tory 15-13 Office hours: Tuesday, 9:30 – 10:30 am, or by appointment  

 
eClass: https://eclass.srv.ualberta.ca/portal/ (click on ‘login’ on the eClass tab) 

 
Family.  What is it?  How do we understand its myriad forms, relationships, and 
meanings?  Why does it matter?  These are questions we will tackle at the outset 
of this course and throughout our semester-long exploration of the history and 
diversity of family as an idea, a confluence of social relations, and a site of power 
and identity.  Above all, we will try to think carefully and creatively about the 
dynamics of families in relation to social, political, and economic institutions, 
and what this means for individual experiences of family. Yes, family 
relationships shape us as individuals, but more than this, families themselves 
shape and are shaped by other social phenomena.  The course starts with an 
overview of social histories and theories of family; examines family in relation to 
political and economic institutions; and then considers the world of everyday 
experiences and practices of kin relations across the life course.   
 
We will focus on families and family experiences in Canada across intersecting 
social categories (culture, race, class, age, sexuality, and gender), and as an 
integral part of social discourse.  This means reflecting on how your family 
experience is similar to or different from that of other people, considering how 
ideas of family are socio-historically variable, and interrogating the subtle power 
of the idea of ‘family.’     
 
I use a variety of approaches to teaching, learning, and evaluation.  Our use of 
time in class will include lectures, discussion, activities and films—these will 
help reinforce but will also contextualize, critique, and/or add to the readings. In 
addition to two exams, you will write an Op Ed piece to build your public 
scholarship skills. Your success in this class depends on active and consistent 
engagement with course readings and all in-class activities. I aim for you to leave 
this course with a set of critical tools and ideas through which you can continue 
to engage with questions of family as a key part of the social fabric.   
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Required Texts 
 
Readings for the term are drawn from a text available at the U of A Bookstore 
and from articles available online through the U of A Library.  
1 – Cheal, David and Albanese, Patrizia, eds. (2013) Canadian Families Today: New 
Perspectives, 3rd edition.  Don Mills, ON: Oxford University Press. 
Note: This might be available as a used book, but you must get the 3rd edition! 
2 – Online Readings: These are hyperlinked below in the course schedule, and a 
list of eReadings with links is available on eClass. 
Note: Not being able to access a reading is not a viable excuse when it comes to exams 
and assignments. Check early to ensure you can get access! (Finding articles through the 
library system will be demonstrated in class.) 
 
Course Requirements & Activities 
 
1) PARTICIPATION (5%)  
Your participation grade consists of one simple, ongoing, and (hopefully) 
enjoyable task: Eight on-line surveys will be available on a weekly basis on 
eClass starting in the third week of class.  Usually, a new survey will be up by 
Friday afternoon, and will remain available until the following Tuesday morning 
at 9 am.  You are required to participate in at least five surveys for a total of five 
percent of your class grade. Class survey results will be discussed in class.  Note: 
all surveys are anonymous. The TA and I have no way of knowing your individual 
answers to survey questions; we know only whether you have completed a given survey. 
 
2) OP-ED PIECE (20%) – due by 11 am on Tuesday of your assigned week 
This assignment asks you to choose one of the weekly class topics (families and 
work, transnational families, parenting, divorce, etc.) and write a newspaper Op-
Ed (opinion editorial) that addresses a current media issue related to that topic. 
You must sign up for your top three choices of a weekly topic (on eClass) no later 
than Friday, January 19th. The list of assigned weeks will be posted by Tuesday, 
January 22nd. Detailed instructions for this assignment are available on eClass. 
 
3) MID-TERM EXAM (35%) – Thurs, Feb. 15 (regular class time and place) 
The mid-term exam will consist of 20 multiple-choice questions (1 point each) 
and two short 200- to 250-word essay questions (7.5 points each).  The exam will 
cover all material from the first half of the course. 
 
4) FINAL EXAM (40%)  - April 17 @ 9 am (time and place to be confirmed) 
The final exam will consist of 25 multiple-choice questions (1 point each) and two 
short 200- to 250-word essay questions (7.5 points each).  The exam will cover all 
material from the second half of the course; in addition, key concepts introduced 
in the first half of the term will “carry over” and continue to be applicable.  
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 Content of exams (including sample questions) will be discussed further in class, 
but please note that you will be expected to know readings, lectures, films, guest 
lectures, and other in-class activities for each exam. 
 
Students are required to have their University of Alberta Student ID card for 
ALL exams. Students may not enter the exam area after the first 30 minutes has 
elapsed. Students may not leave the exam area until the first 30 minutes has 
elapsed. 
 
Grading & Marking 
 
Assignments will be marked using a number/percentage; final course marks will 
be posted as letter grades.  University guidelines for grading in undergraduate 
courses are listed in the first three columns of the table below.  In the last column 
are listed the percentage ranges that correspond to letter grades in this course.   
 

  Descriptor Letter Grade Grade Point Value Approx. %-age equivalent 
Excellent A+ 

A 

A- 

4.0 

4.0 

3.7 

95 – 100 

90 – 94 

85 – 89 
Good B+ 

B 

B- 

3.3 

3.0 

2.7 

80 – 84 

75 – 79 

70 – 74 
Satisfactory C+ 

C 

C- 

2.3 

2.0 

1.7 

66 – 69 

62 – 65 

58 – 61 
Poor 

Minimal Pass 

D+ 

D 

1.3 

1.0 

54 – 57 

50 – 53 
Failure  F[or FI]* 0.0 0 – 49  
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Policies, Ethics, Conduct 
 
Attendance 
Regular attendance is essential for optimal performance in any course, including 
this one. In cases of potentially excusable absences due to illness or domestic 
affliction, notify your instructor by e-mail within two days. Regarding absences 
that may be excusable and procedures for addressing course components missed 
as a result, consult the University Calendar. Be aware that unexcused absences 
will result in partial or total loss of the grade for any assignments that are not 
handed in or completed as a result.  
 
Assignments will be docked five percentage points for each day that they are late 
(and for which you do not have an excused absence).  
 
Term Exams 
Neither absence from class nor travel plans will be accepted as legitimate reasons 
for failure to attend an exam. An unexcused absence will result in a grade of zero 
for that exam. Should a student miss an exam, he or she must contact the 
Instructor via e-mail within two working days of the originally scheduled exam, 
or as soon as the student is able, with consideration for the circumstances 
underlying the absence. Please note that depending upon the circumstances, 
appropriate documentation may be required (e.g., “Medical Declaration Form for 
Students,” “Statutory Declaration,” police report, death notice, court documents). 
Students with an excused absence must write the missed exam rather than shift 
the weight of that exam to other course requirements. Students who have missed 
a term exam, and who have an excused absence, will write an alternate exam 
weighted more toward short essays. The student will re-write the exam at a time 
chosen by the instructor. A grade of 0 will be given for students missing the 
exam without a valid excuse and for students who miss the re-write exam.   
 
Missed Final Exam  
In the event that a student is unable to write the final exam, they must contact 
their Faculty Undergraduate Student Services office to apply for a deferred exam 
within two working days following the missed exam, or as soon as the student is 
able, with consideration for the circumstance underlying the absence. If 
approved by the Faculty, the student will write their exam on Saturday, May 9, 
2018 at 9:00am in BUS 1-10 which is the date/time/location set by the 
department for deferred final exams for Winter 2018 courses.  
Please Note: A deferred final exam will not be approved if a student  

a) has not been in regular attendance where attendance and/or participation 
are required, and/or 

b) excluding the final exam, has completed less than half of the assigned 
work. 
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Academic Integrity 
The University of Alberta is committed to the highest standards of academic integrity 
and honesty. Students are expected to be familiar with these standards regarding 
academic honesty and to uphold the policies of the University in this respect. Students 
are particularly urged to familiarize themselves with the provisions of the Code of 
Student Behaviour 
(www.governance.ualberta.ca/CodesofConductandResidenceCommunityStandards/Co
deofStudentBehaviour.aspx) and avoid any behaviour that could potentially result in 
suspicions of cheating, plagiarism, misrepresentation of facts and/or participation in an 
offence. Academic dishonesty is a serious offence and can result in suspension or 
expulsion from the University. 
 
Students can refer to the Office of Student Judicial Affairs website for useful resources 
on Plagiarism, Cheating and Academic Integrity: www.osja.ualberta.ca/Students.aspx  

Rules of thumb:  Do your own work, and ALWAYS CITE when you use someone else’s 
work.  Check web sites for where and how they have been produced.  (The Library web 
site has info on assessing internet sites as sources of information.) 
 
Learning and Working Environment 
The Faculty of Arts is committed to ensuring that all students, faculty and staff are able 
to work and study in an environment that is safe and free from discrimination and 
harassment. It does not tolerate behaviour that undermines that environment. The 
sociology department urges anyone who feels that this policy is being violated to: 
• Discuss the matter with the person whose behaviour is causing concern; or 
• If that discussion is unsatisfactory, or there is concern that direct discussion is 
inappropriate or threatening, discuss it with the Chair of the Department. 
For additional assistance regarding this policy, contact the student ombudservice: 
http://www.ombudservice.ualberta.ca/.  You can also see the University of Alberta 
Discrimination and Harassment Policy and Procedures. 
 
  

In particular, please note: 
 
No student shall represent another’s substantial editorial or compositional assistance on an 
assignment as their own. 
 
No student shall submit in any course or program of study, without the written approval of the 
course instructor, all or a substantial portion of any academic writing, essay, thesis, research 
report, project assignment, presentation or poster for which credit has been obtained by the 
Student or which has been or is being submitted by the Student in another course or program 
of student in the University or elsewhere. 
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Office of Safe Disclosure and Human Rights 
This office provides a safe, neutral and confidential space for the University of Alberta 
community to disclose concerns about how University of Alberta policies, procedures or 
ethical standards are being applied. If you are not sure where to go about concerns such 
as safety violations, financial mismanagement, ethical concerns, discrimination or 
harassment, their office is a great place to start. They provide strategic advice and 
referral service to University of Alberta staff, students and faculty. Their services are 
always confidential and open to all members of the university community.  
 
Helping Individuals at Risk (HIAR) Program 
This program is a confidential, centralized resource for members of the campus 
community to report worrisome behaviours or concerns about individuals at risk of 
harming themselves or others. The HIAR program receives confidential reports and 
helps connect individuals to supports before situations escalate.  
 
Recording of Lectures 
Audio or video recording, digital or otherwise, of lectures, labs, seminars or any other 
teaching environment by students is allowed only with the prior written consent of the 
Instructor or as a part of an approved accommodation plan. Student or Instructor 
content, digital or otherwise, created and/or used within the context of the course is to 
be used solely for personal study, and is not to be used or distributed for any other 
purpose without prior written consent from the content author(s). 
 
The Academic Support Center (2nd floor of SUB) offers a variety of workshops in learning 
effective study and exam strategies.  There are both in person and online sessions 
available for a modest fee. 
 
The Centre for Writers (1-42 Assiniboia Hall) offers free one on one writing coaching. 
Students can request consultation for a writing project at any stage of development. 
 
eClass Information 
This syllabus and most materials and information related to the course 
(including the weekly surveys and your grades) are available on the Soc 271 
eClass site. Check the website regularly for updates.  Log on at the eLearning 
home page (www.elearning.ualberta.ca) to log on.  Use your U of A login ID and 
password.  
 
 
Please note that this syllabus may be subject to minor changes.  Any such changes will be 
announced in class and on the eClass site.  Policy about course requirements, evaluation, and 
grading can be found in the University Calendar. 
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE of READINGS and ASSIGNMENTS 
 

WEEK 1 (January 9 & 11): Introduction to the Sociology of ‘Family’ 
1) Albanese, Patrizia (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 1) “Introduction to 

Diversity in Canadian Families”  
Recommended:  
Visit www.statcan.gc.ca, and scroll down to “Families, Households, and Housing.” 

Find a census topic that interests you and browse away 
Visit http://www.vanierinstitute.ca for research, stats, and info on families in Canada 
Gerson, Karen (2009) “Changing Lives, Resistant Institutions: A New Generation 

Negotiates Gender, Work, and Family Change” Sociological Forum 24(4): 735-753. 
 

-complete 
readings by 
Thurs, Jan 11 
-organize 
readings and 
texts for the 
semester 

WEEK 2 (January 16 & 18): History of Family – Intersections and Institutions 
1) Comacchio, Cynthia (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 2) “Canada's Families: 

Historical and Contemporary Variations”  
2) Carter, Sarah (2008) Ch. ONE “Creating, Challenging, Imposing, and 

Defending the Marriage ‘Fortress’.” The importance of being monogamous: 
marriage and nation building in Western Canada to 1915. Edmonton, AB: 
University of Alberta Press. [online] 
 

-sign up for 
Op-Ed Week 
by Friday (on 
eClass) 

WEEK 3 (January 23 & 25): History of Family – Domesticity and its Discontents 
1) Odland, Sarah Burke (2010) “Unassailable Motherhood, Ambivalent Domesticity: The 

Construction of Maternal Identity in Ladies’ Home Journal in 1946” Journal of 
Communication Inquiry 34(1): 61-84. [ONLINE] 

2) Rutherdale, Robert (1999) “Fatherhood, Masculinity, and the Good Life During Canada’s 
Baby Boom, 1945-1965.” Journal of Family History 24(3). [ONLINE] 
 

WEEK 4 (January 30 & Feb 1) Family and Political Economy – Contemporary Challenges 
1) Kerr, Don and Joseph H. Michalski (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 10) “Family Poverty in 

Canada: Correlates, Coping Strategies, and Consequences” 
2) Settersten, Richard A and Barbara Ray (2010) “What's going on with young people today? 

The long and twisting path to adulthood.” The Future of Children 20(1): 19-41. [ONLINE] 
 

WEEK 5 (February 6 & 8): Family and Political Economy: Paid and Unpaid Work 
1) Doucet, Andrea (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 9) “Families and Work: Connecting 

Households, Workplaces, State Policies, and Communities” 
2) Dorow, Sara (2015) “Gendering Energy Extraction in Fort McMurray.” In M. Shrivastava 

and L. Stefanick, Eds. Alberta Oil and the Decline of Democracy in Canada, 275-292. 
Athabasca University Press. [ONLINE] 
 

WEEK 6 (February 13 & 15): Families, Race, and Migration 
1) Frideres, James S. and Amal Madibbo (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 12) 

“Building Bridges: Immigrant, Visible Minority, and Aboriginal Families 
in the 21st Century” 

 

-Mid-Term 
Exam in class 
on Feb. 15 

February 19-23: Spring Break 
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WEEK 7 (February 27 & Mar 1): Intimacy and ‘Family’ 
1)     Heath, Melanie (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 3) “Intimacy, Commitment, and Family 

Formation” 
2)     Espiritu, Yen Le (2001) “'We Don't Sleep Around Like White Girls Do': Family, Culture, 

and Gender in Filipina-American Lives” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society 
26(2): 415-440. 

 
WEEK 8 (March 6 & 8): Forming Family: Partnership and Marriage 
1) Fumia, Doreen M. (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 11) “Intellectual Debates, Testimonials, 

and Changing Social Values: Same-Sex Marriage in Canada” 
2) Baker, Maureen and Vivienne Elizabeth (2013) “Did You Just Ask Me to Marry You?: The 

Gendered Nature of Heterosexual Relationship Progressions.” Women’s Studies Journal 
27(2): 32-43. 

  
WEEK 9 (March 13 & 15): Forming Family: Becoming Parents, Becoming Children 
1)   Gazso, Amber (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 4) “Parenting Young Children: Decisions and 

Realities” 
2)   Ball, Jessica and Sarah Moselle (2015) “Indigenous Fathers’ Journeys in Canada: Turning 

around Disrupted Circles of Care.” In Jaipaul L. Roopnarine, Ed. Fathers Across Cultures: 
The Importance, Roles, and Diverse Practices of Dads, 205-228. Praeger. 

 
WEEK 10 (March 20 & 22): Separation, Divorce, and Blended Families 
1) McKie, Craig (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 5) “Separation and Divorce: Fragmentation and 

Renewal of Families” 
2) Flowerdew, Jennifer and Bren Neale (2003) “Trying to Stay Apace: Children with Multiple 

Challenges in their Post-divorce Family Lives.” Childhood 10(2): 147-161. 
 
WEEK 11 (March 27 & 29): Abuse and Violence in Families 
1) Sev’er, Aysan (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 14) “All in the Family: Violence against 

Women, Children, and the Aged” 
2) Thurston, W. E., Roy, A., Clow, B., Este, D., Gordey, T., Haworth-Brockman, M., ... & 

Carruthers, L. (2013). “Pathways into and out of Homelessness: Domestic Violence and 
Housing Security for Immigrant Women.” Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies 11(3): 
278-298. 

 
WEEK 12 (April 3 & 5):  Aging and Generations 
1) Kobayashi, Karen M. (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 6) “’Mid-Life Crises’: Understanding 

the Changing Nature of Relationships in Middle-Age Canadian Families” 
2) Chappell, Neena L. (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 7) “Aging in Canadian Families Today” 

 
WEEK 13  (April 10 & 12): Family Policy 
1) Krull, Catherine (CHEAL & ALBANESE CH. 15) “Investing in Families and Children: 

Family Policies in Canada” 
2) Visit the “Policy Monitors” produced by the Vanier Institute of the Family and browse 

recent famiy-related policy in Canada: http://www.canadasocialreport.ca/Policy/  
FINAL EXAM - April 17 @ 9 am (time and place to be confirmed) 


