Interacting with the Dead

Anthropology 484
Interacting with the Dead
Spring 2018
Instructor:

Nancy Lovell

Email: 


nlovell@ualberta.ca

Office hours:

TBA
Course Prerequisite:
Prerequisite waived

Course Description

There are a multitude of topics and approaches that anthropologists and archaeologists use in order to obtain clues as to why humans treat the dead the way they do. In this class we will examine a variety of topics related to the study of contemporary, historical, and ancient mortuary practices. These will reflect the extraordinary diversity of past and present treatments of the dead around the world. 

Lecture and Discussion Topics:

· Ethnoarchaeology and Analogy

· Status, Rank, and Power

· “Fashion” in Mortuary Practices

· Symbolism

· Gender 

· Age (specifically, the treatment of children)

· Placing the Dead – landscape and liminality; kin groupings (biological and fictive)

· Keeping the dead (mummification, trophy heads, ancestor cults, relics)

· Representations of Identity (idealized and ritualized)

· The Politics of the Dead and Ethics

· Treatment of Uncommon Death (e.g., suicide)

· Etruscan, Greek, and Roman mortuary practices

· Martyrs, saints, and soldiers

Required Texts

TBA
Evaluation of Student Performance

25%
Class participation





25% 
Midterm exam (based on lectures & readings)


25%
Take-home exam (based on field trip)



25% 
Final exam (based on lectures & readings)



Consistent class attendance is expected and will form a portion of your mark for class participation; participation requires that you interact intelligently and meaningfully with the instructor and classmates on a regular basis. Please complete the assigned readings before the class meetings so that you can engage thoughtfully in class discussions.

Midterm and Final exams will consist of definitions, compare/contrast, and short answer/essay questions; these will be taken from both lecture and readings. Sample exam questions include:

· What does the compass orientation of graves represent?

· What is the difference between individual and collective identity? How can these be interpreted in the burial record?

· How might a cemetery illustrate the concept of “fictive kinship”?

· Do the age and sex profiles of a cemetery population reflect the normal demographic profile of a population? Why or why not?

· What is the earliest archaeological evidence for intentional burial?

· Burial (interment) is only way of treating the dead. Describe others.

· What is the difference between primary and secondary mortuary treatment?

· Describe one or more models for the interpretation of status from mortuary remains.

· Describe ways in which animals may form a part of the mortuary record.

· Define excarnation and its role in mortuary treatment.

· How can sacrifice be identified in the archaeological record?
· What can the term “politics of the dead” refer to?
The Take-home Exam will consist of short answer questions the answers to which will be covered during the field trip to Rome: to one of the catacombs and/or the Capuchin Crypt.
2

