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Since the 1980s, ANT studies and debates have figured prominently in research 

published in sociology, technology, feminism, cultural geography, organisation and 
management, environmental planning, and health care. Within educational 

research, actor-network theory has been much less visible. However, scattered 
studies drawing from ANT have examined questions of curriculum, educational 

policy and change, teaching and learning practices, and educational technology. In 
this seminar, after a brief discussion of ANT/STS and its debates, I will overview 
these studies to explore the potential contributions offered by ANT sensibilities to 

educational research and practice. In particular, I’ll focus on two issues that appear 
prominent in ANT-ish studies of education: (1) how materialising processes and 

assemblages help configure educational actors, subjectivities, knowledge and 
activities; and (2) what constitutes learning and change in practices, people and 

knowledge. I’ll conclude by showing what I believe to be the particular 
contributions being made by educational researchers to the development of ANT-

related thought more generally. 
 

Tara Fenwick is a Professor at the University of Stirling, where she holds a Chair in 
Professional Education. Her research has focused on lifelong learning and education in the 

everyday activity of ‘workplaces’ and organizations, with particular interest in understanding 
how identities, power relations and knowledge emerge in the rapidly changing conditions of 

globalised workplace practices.  Please see the CGCER website for more bio information for Dr. 
Fenwick. 

 
Please email Melody at cgcer@ualberta.ca to let us know if you are interested 

to attend and we will send more information to you about the session. 
 

 

SEMINAR SERIES 2009/2010
"Whose social justice is it, anyway?"

Dr. Vanessa Andreotti, University of Canterbury, Christchurch, NZ
Dr. Ali A. Abdi (Moderator), University of Alberta

April 8, 2 – 4 pm, ED N 7-152
Dr. Vanessa Andreotti has extensive international experience in the areas of global citizenship,

development, multicultural and intercultural education, working with schools,
NGOs, professional organizations, teacher networks and academic partners. 

In 2005, she joined the Centre for the Study of Social and Global Justice (CSSGJ)
at the School of Politics and International Relations at Nottingham University, as
a research fellow and education and outreach coordinator. Additionally, she was
a visiting lecturer at the School of Educational Studies and Human Development
at the University of Canterbury. Later, she joined the School of Maori, Social and

Cultural Studies in January 2008. Her !elds of research include approaches to
multiculturalism; development education; dialogue and inquiry in education;

di"erence and diversity in education; globalization and global citizenship; and
postcolonial theory.

Dr. Ali A. Abdi, co-Director of the Centre for Global Citizenship Education and
Research (CGCER), is professor of education and international development, and

social and cultural foundations of education in the Educational Policy Studies
Department. He was President, Comparative and International Education Society

of Canada (CIESC), and is the founding editor of the online publication, Journal
of Contemporary Issues in Education, and co-founding editor of the new journal,

Cultural and Pedagogical Inquiry. His research areas include comparative and
international education; citizenship and development education; cultural studies

in education; African philosophies of education; and postcolonial studies in education.

Refreshments will be served.  We look forward to seeing you there!
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