






Introduction 

In this project. we united around a key idea from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; 

"Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without 
distinction of any kind. such as race. colour. sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property. birth or other status. Furthermore. no 
distinction shall be made on the basis of the political. jurisdictional or international 
status of the country or territory to which a person belongs. whether it be independent. 
trust. non-self-governing or under any other limitation of sovereignty." 

Article 2. Universal Declaration of Human Rights

A strong concern emerged that we live in the twenty First century. yet not everyone has access 
to the same basic rights. It is important for global citizens to ensure that everyone has this 
access. As long as substantial inequality persists. we cannot talk about progress in societies 
on a global level. 

During the project. we recognized inequality as being caused by already existing gaps between 
people and nations. As youth from different countries and contexts. we worry about how an 
imperial instinct plays into this. The interdependence of economic systems and pre-established 
hierarchies make it harder for global relations to be equitable because nations often enter into 
agreements based on self interest. We recognize that the different positions from which people 
enter into these conversations about major global issues make it difficult for some people to be 
heard and be part of the change. As youth. we are one of those groups who feel they do not 
have the opportunity to have our say. It's most likely that people who have more opportunity 
have the voice and end up speaking for everyone. 

Through our discussions. an important question kept coming up: is equality a goal that erases 
complexity? We wondered if focusing on equality can result in treating people the same instead 
of achieving fairness. Can this view of equality lead to simple ideas that don't really change or 
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Our Questions 
• How do we make a complex concept such as global citizenship accessible?

F • Are we perpetuating global issues in our goal to prevent/undo them?
G • How can we encourage people to promote change without falling into the trap of simplistic,

feel-good approaches?/ How can we conceive of change (or "making a difference") in a way
that takes up rather than steps over complexity?
• Would introducing complexity and interdependencies at an earlier age and in an age-suitable
way open up possibilities/ help to avoid getting invested in simple ideas?

Ways Forward 
We know that creating policies is not easy because complexity and interconnectivity are things 
not only present but are "the DNA" of our respective societies. However. a critical spirit and a 
perpetual awareness of societal complexity coupled with a projection towards the future must 
be present in the educational programs in order to tackle global problems related to complexity. 
Complexity and interconnection are features that will always characterize our world and raise 
challenges and concerns: therefore, building connections in education is mandatory in 
supporting global citizenship. Education can help present the complexity and interconnected 
nature of the world as a framework for global citizenship. 
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"Complexity was the main issue we found 
with global citizenship and education, and 
while we had potential answers, we were eft 
with more questions! The initial question was 
how do we deal with the complexit of the 
issues in a way that will actually solve them, 
bearing in mind that generalising tends to 
water things down and paint over diversity in 
an unhealthy way." 

- Scarlett. New Zealand
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8 ACTIVITY

UNESCO: By youth, for youth 

Read the following statements on youth participation . 

• WATCH VIDEO
#FeesMustFall 

Which statement best expresses the reasons for involving 
youth in directing global citizenship policy and education? 

What would you add/change to these statements? 

A 

CRC Youth Network 

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/social-and-human-sciences/themes/youth/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0zREg1GxzYA
http://ccrweb.ca/en/youth/welcome






https://www.eea.europa.eu/signals/signals-2011/articles/complex-challenges-in-an-interconnected-world


https://thetyee.ca/Views/2005/10/05/globalcitizen/








http://criticalliteracy.freehostia.com/index.php?journal=criticalliteracy&page=article&op=viewArticle&path%5B%5D=101


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r06_F2FIKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hEhWsgjW5fk


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vX_Vzl-r8NY&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtnJtVy2Axk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAT50WNI8Oo&feature=youtu.be


https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/issue/issue-3/soft-versus-critical-global-citizenship-education


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UzecpSzXZOY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hpAMbpQ8J7g&feature=youtu.be




https://vimeo.com/25563376


https://www.instagram.com/barbiesavior


http://www.swaraj.org/shikshantar/resources_nyerere.html


https://www.ted.com/talks/chimamanda_adichie_the_danger_of_a_single_story
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