
Dear Camp fYrefly, 
 
This past Friday afternoon, one hour prior to our precious daughter's sweet 16 birthday celebration, she 
came bounding downstairs with incredible excitement.  Seven friends were to arrive shortly, but her almost 
uncontainable joy was not just about the impending sleep-over/birthday party but that Camp fYrefly forms 
were on your website.  She had been checking the site daily for weeks. 
 
Our daughter attended Camp fYrefly last summer.  Camp 2007 was life changing for her.  We first learned 
about Camp fYrefly via our daughter's Child/Youth Mental Health Counsellor.  This was one of the best 
things that have happened to our family!  Our daughter's personal journey through her experiences there 
has been so positive and affirming. Our little girl is developing into a happy, loving, successful, and well-
adjusted community-minded young adult.  As parents we are so proud of her accomplishments and growth.  
As a Mom, I know that Camp fYrefly has given her the experiences, relationships, and skills that have helped 
her very much over this past year.  Her Dad and I recognize that these gifts will serve and carry her well 
throughout the rest of her life.  The education and acceptance have been invaluable. 
 
To see our child flourish means so much.  Her transformation from living a life filled with fear, anxiety, and 
low self-worth to one of vibrancy, self-confidence, and contentment has been awe-inspiring.  She continues 
to be challenged by the issues of being a 16 year-old openly "lipstick" lesbian, as she likes to call 
herself.  However she is no longer completely defined by it.  Her coping skills have improved.  To say that 
Camp has saved her life is NOT an exaggeration! 
 
The mentorship, leadership, education, and relationships have helped immensely.  We used to think as 
parents that it was our job to teach our children.  Now we understand that she is teaching us.  When she 
refers to herself as the popular "Ellen" at school, our hearts sing.  Thank you for impacting our child in such 
a powerful way.  Thank you for teaching her to reach for her full potential and to have hope and optimism 
for the future.  Camp fYrefly has given her immeasurable gifts.  As parents we are so appreciative that she 
has had this opportunity.  We are so grateful that there are others out there willing to give our child what 
we could not.  Camp fYrefly means the world to our family.  Perhaps one day she will be able to give back, 
as others have given to her. 
 
How can we ever thank you enough? 
 
You gave us back our little girl, whom we love so much and who loves us as well. 
 
Mr. & Mrs. Normand and Darcel Gaudet 


