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Learning objectives

At the end of this session, participants will be able to:

(a) write meaningful, measurable, robust objectives 

which guide learning outcomes.

(b) use objectives to plan a lecture, seminar, or other 

learning intervention.



What’s a learning objective?

An outcome statement that captures what knowledge, 

skills, and attitudes learners should be able to exhibit 

after the teaching intervention.

At the end of the intervention, there should be something 

different about the learner.



(first bad example)

The objectives of this lecture are:

• (a)  to discuss the political economy of the United 

States in the 19th century.

• (b)  to show how economic factors were a contributory 

cause of the Civil War.



Properties of a good objective.

• Learner-centered.

• Sorry, it’s not all about you.  Get used to it.

• Failure to put the emphasis on the learner 

is a fundamental error made by university 

teachers at all levels. 



(second bad example)

This seminar will provide you with an appreciation 

for the work of the French post-impressionist 

painters.



Properties of a good objective.

• Measurable



(third bad example)

After this workshop, you will:

(i)  know about the subcortical nuclei of the brain

(ii)  have an understanding of the role of the basal nuclei 

in controlling motor function of the body.



Properties of a good objective.

• Robust



Properties of a good objective.

• Learner-centered

• Measurable

• Robust



Types of learning objectives

• Benjamin Bloom (1913 – 1999)

• Bloom’s Taxonomy of Learning



Types of learning objectives

• Three domains:

– Cognitive (knowledge)

– Affective (attitudes, values)

– Psychomotor (skills, techniques) 



Stratification of learning

• Higher-order and lower-order learning











How do I use objectives?

1.  Formulating a lesson plan.



Subcortical nuclei of the brain

• Set

• Body

– able to describe the location and connections 
(Powerpoint, 10min)

– iClicker questions (2min)

– able to locate the basal nuclei in anatomic 
material (dissection demonstration, 10min)

– questions (2min)

– . . . . 



How do I use objectives?

1. Formulating a lesson plan.

2. Formative assessment

3. Exam questions



• The student will be 

able to identify the 

numbered structures 

on this coronal 

section of the brain.



• Name the structure 

numbered ’11’, near 

the end of the red 

arrow, on this coronal 

section of a human 

brain.


