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Information on Arm’s Length Examiners information and Categories A1.1, A1.3 and C1.1 can be found in Sections 8.2.3 and 8.2.5. (http://www.gradstudies.ualberta.ca/gpm/Section8/Section8-2.aspx)
For all graduate student examinations, the University of Alberta requires 1 (MSc) or 2 (PhD) arm’s length examiner(s). The FGSR definition of “arm’s length” is: “An arm’s length examiner must not be (or have been) a member of the supervisory committee, or have been connected with the thesis research in a significant way. The examiner should not have been associated with the student, outside of usual contact in courses or other non-thesis activities within the University, nor be related to the student or supervisor(s). Except in special circumstances (fully justified in writing to the Vice-Dean, FGSR), an arm’s length examiner should not be a close collaborator of the supervisor(s) within the last six years. Arm’s length examiners who have served on a student’s candidacy examination committee do not lose their arm’s length status as a result, and are eligible to serve as arm’s length examiners on the student’s doctoral final examination if the other conditions of being arm’s length remain unchanged.” FGSR, 2012
The main point is that the arm’s length examiner be unbiased, and able to vote negatively without a real or perceived conflict of interest (ie. could jeopardize an important working relationship with the supervisor)
Examples:

1. Association with the student: Course instructor is OK. Significant research collaborator is not.
2. Association with the supervisor:  OK: published an occasional paper together, is the independently established former student of the supervisor, co-PIs on an equipment grant. Not OK: Co-PI on an operating grant, publish regularly together (ongoing collaboration)
Name of Student:       
Program:   FORMDROPDOWN 

Exam:    
M.Sc. FORMCHECKBOX 

Candidacy  FORMCHECKBOX 

Ph.D.  FORMCHECKBOX 

Nominated arm’s length examiner (s):
1.  
     
Department:      
*2.  
     
Department: 
*Candidacy only (2nd Ph.D. defense arm’s length examiner is the external off campus)

Have you and/or the student collaborated with the nominated arm’s length examiner in the past 6 years?

 Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 

   or
No  FORMCHECKBOX 

If yes, please describe the association. Why do you not see this as a conflict of interest?

     
Supervisor (s) Name:     
Date:     
Please submit this form, electronically (via email) to Melany Rattray, melany.rattray@ualberta.ca.
Personal information on this form is collected under the authority of Section 33(c) of Alberta’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act for authorized purposes including admission and registration; administration of records, scholarships and awards, student services; and university planning and research. Students’ personal information may be disclosed to academic and administrative units according to university policy, federal and provincial reporting requirements, data sharing agreements with student governance associations, and to contracted or public health care providers as required. For details on the use and disclosure of this information call the Graduate Student Services, Biological Sciences at 780-492-3484 or see www.ualberta.ca/FOIPP.
Office use only:
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