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What is copyright?



Copyright is a set of 
limited rights established 
by law. 



What is copyright law?
● statutory rights: creators, users 

(legislation created by parliament)
● judicial decisions: case law 

(interpretation of legislation)



http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/ http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/2125/index.do?r=AAAAAQATQ2FuYWRhIEV2aWRlbmNlIEFjdAE

Copyright Act gives rights holders the sole right to produce, reproduce, 
perform, or publish a work. This right is immediate, time limited, and 
transferrable.

Copyright Act includes exceptions that give users the right to deal fairly 
with those works. 

The judicial branch of government (courts and tribunals) interprets the 
Copyright Act, making decisions about specific cases of alleged 
infringement.

http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-42/
http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/2125/index.do?r=AAAAAQATQ2FuYWRhIEV2aWRlbmNlIEFjdAE
http://scc-csc.lexum.com/scc-csc/scc-csc/en/item/2125/index.do?r=AAAAAQATQ2FuYWRhIEV2aWRlbmNlIEFjdAE


Why should you care?
● as a user, you want to avoid infringement 

scenarios:
○ campus copying (as a student and as an instructor)
○ thesis preparation (third party content permissions)

● as a creator / author, you should understand 
implications for publishing and dissemination



Why should 
you care?

● Your thesis.
● Your career.
● Your classroom.



Your thesis.

● Using others’ work? 
● Incorporating your 

own existing 
publications?

● Preemptive 
publishing 
strategies.



Your thesis… 
your 

responsibility.



Institutional Repository (ERA)

https://era.library.ualberta.ca/

https://era.library.ualberta.ca/
https://era.library.ualberta.ca/


FGSR Thesis Requirement & 
Preparation

4.3 Prepare Supporting 
Documents
These documents must be received prior to 
electronic submission of your thesis.

1. University of Alberta Thesis/Dissertation 
Non-Exclusive License

2. Copyright Permission Letters

https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/-/media/gradstudies/forms-cabinet/records/degree-certificate-completion/thesis-non-exclusive-license.docx
https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/-/media/gradstudies/forms-cabinet/records/degree-certificate-completion/thesis-non-exclusive-license.docx
https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/-/media/gradstudies/forms-cabinet/records/degree-certificate-completion/thesis-non-exclusive-license.docx
https://uofa.ualberta.ca/graduate-studies/-/media/gradstudies/forms-cabinet/records/degree-certificate-completion/thesis-non-exclusive-license.docx


https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/student-staff-guide/for-graduate-students

https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/student-staff-guide/for-graduate-students
https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/student-staff-guide/for-graduate-students


Step 1: Determine who holds the copyright to the 
content in your thesis.

http://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecopyrightform.pdf

Have you 
already 
published a 
thesis chapter 
as an article? 

Did you 
transfer your 
rights to the 
publisher?

http://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecopyrightform.pdf
http://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecopyrightform.pdf


Step 2: If it’s not yours, identify acceptable uses of 
the content.

Read the fine 
print. Are 
these uses 
adequate?

When in 
doubt, ask.



https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/copyright/permissions

https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/copyright/permissions
https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/copyright/permissions


http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/rights/permissions_faq.pdf

Publishers 
*often* allow 
for work to 
be used in a 
thesis. 

Step 2: If it’s not yours, identify acceptable uses of 
the content.

http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/rights/permissions_faq.pdf
http://www.ieee.org/publications_standards/publications/rights/permissions_faq.pdf


Step 2: If it’s not yours, identify acceptable uses of 
the content.

http://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/16/12/26209

Are you using 
images (e.g., 
tables, 
pictures, etc. ) 
created by 
someone else? 

What gives 
you the right to 
do so?

Figure 6. Conceptual framework linking 
transgenerational allostatic load and preterm birth.

Olson, et al. Available under a Creative 
Commons Attribution Licence.

OR

Olson, et al. CC BY

Exact style will be dependent on discipline / academic unit requirements. 
Provide full reference in your bibliography / reference list, etc.

http://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/16/12/26209
http://www.mdpi.com/1422-0067/16/12/26209


Creative Commons Licensing: https://creativecommons.org/

● Licences that provide a standardized way to communicate permissible uses of a work. 

● Creative Commons licences are not an alternative to copyright; they enable the creator 

to select terms of use that suit their needs.

● Authors must retain (at least some of) their rights to apply a CC licence and/or make 

their works available in an open access environment. 

● Note that publisher copyright and archiving policies are documented in tools like 

SHERPA/RoMEO: http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/

https://creativecommons.org/
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


HINT: limit Google image searches by terms of use



ALWAYS be diligent and document your rationale for using the work.



Step 2: If it’s not yours, identify acceptable uses of 
the content.

Two-step test:
1) Does use fall within accepted list of purposes? (as stated in Section 

29 of the Copyright Act, e.g., research, private study, education…)

2) Was the dealing fair? (framework set out in p54-60 of CCH Canadian Ltd. v. Law 
Society of Upper Canada, [2004] 1 SCR 339, 2004 SCC 13 (CanLII), <http://canlii.ca/t/1glp0>)

○ purpose (could be interpreted as ‘intention’ instead of ‘category’)
○ character (e.g., distribution, repeated use, etc.)
○ amount (of work needed)
○ alternatives (necessity and availability)
○ nature (e.g., is work confidential or published?)
○ effect of the dealing on the work (does it compete in the marketplace?)

Fair Dealing Assessment

more information: https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/intro-to-copyright-law/fair-dealing/tools

http://canlii.ca/t/1glp0
https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/intro-to-copyright-law/fair-dealing/tools


Step 3: If needed, seek permission to use others’ work 
in your thesis.

Check for an automated licence service if the work is owned by a major publisher. Read the 
terms carefully as some can be onerous. Consider using the sample permission letter instead.



Step 3: If needed, seek permission to use others’ work 
in your thesis.

https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/forms-and-templates

https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/forms-and-templates
https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/resources/forms-and-templates


Preemptive 
publishing 
strategies

“Publishers don’t need to own your 
copyright to make money off your work.” 
Sam Trosow, UofA SLIS Copyright Course, 

October 2014.

1. Anticipate current 
and future needs.

2. Understand terms of 
the agreement / 
publisher policies 
before you sign.

3. Negotiate / work 
with publishers.



http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php


Your career.

● Share your 
intellectual 
property for 
maximum 
visibility and 
impact.  



Want to publish a chapter from your thesis?



Want to publish grant-funded research results? 

http://www.science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_42701EA6.html

Tri-Agency 
Open Access 
Policy on 
Publications

http://www.science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_42701EA6.html
http://www.science.gc.ca/eic/site/063.nsf/eng/h_42701EA6.html


http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php
http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/search.php


Negotiate (if needed): option 1
1. Work with the standard agreement(s) provided by the publisher.

a. Selective Deletion: Cross out sections you are not comfortable with. 
b. Add Your Own Language: Write in language that allows for required uses 

(e.g., distribution in a classroom, deposit in a repository, apply a Creative 
Commons licence).

c. Request a Rationale: Ask for clarification around / reasons for publisher’s 
refusal to add or take away clauses.

d. Retain Documentation: Obtain signoff / email confirmation of the 
agreement and retain a copy for your record.



Negotiate (if needed): option 2

2. Use an addendum prepared by a 
reputable source. 
○ Scholarly Publishing and Academic 

Resources Coalition (SPARC) 
Author Addendum 
http://www.carl-abrc.ca/doc/EngPubAgree.pdf is 
endorsed by the Canadian 
Association of Research Libraries 
and the Tri-Agencies (SSHRC, 
NSERC, CIHR).

http://www.carl-abrc.ca/doc/EngPubAgree.pdf


Your 
classroom.

● What can you 
reproduce, 
perform, or 
display in the 
classroom?



Instructors can: 
● *link* to resources instead of providing copies to students
● *distribute* copies under an exception or from a resource 

licensed for classroom use 
● Submit a Copyright Review Request Form if you are 

preparing a *course package,* are unsure about terms of 
use, or would like the Copyright Office to seek permission

● *present / display* content for educational purposes



Link to Resources
Licensed Library Resources 
http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/linking-to-library-online-resources

http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/linking-to-library-online-resources
http://guides.library.ualberta.ca/linking-to-library-online-resources


Library Reading List Service
Library staff will create a reading list or place material on reserve 
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/readinglist/index.cfm

http://www.library.ualberta.ca/readinglist/index.cfm
http://www.library.ualberta.ca/readinglist/index.cfm


Distribute Licensed Articles
Many eResources licensed through the U of A Libraries allow for classroom use.  
Check first: https://www.library.ualberta.ca/ 

https://www.library.ualberta.ca/


Distribute Licensed eBook chapters

Contact your subject librarian if terms of 
use for library ebooks are unclear. 
https://www.library.ualberta.ca/about-us/staff/subject-librarians

https://www.library.ualberta.ca/about-us/staff/subject-librarians
https://www.library.ualberta.ca/about-us/staff/subject-librarians


Distribute Print 
Resources

Fair Dealing Exception:

● Follow the Fair Dealing 
Copying Guidelines 
(created by UofA) when 
providing students with 
copies of print 
resources via handouts 
or (digitized) eClass / 
LMS postings. 



https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/student-staff-guide/ualberta-policies-procedures/fair-dealing-guidelines

Distribute resources under the fair 
dealing exception as interpreted by 
the University of Alberta

https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/student-staff-guide/ualberta-policies-procedures/fair-dealing-guidelines
https://www.ualberta.ca/copyright/student-staff-guide/ualberta-policies-procedures/fair-dealing-guidelines


Presentation of Course Materials
● Section 29.4 of the Copyright Act  allows for the display of images for 

instructional purposes so long as the images are not commercially available in a 
format suitable for this use. 

● Section 29.5 of the Copyright Act allows for the playing of a non-infringing sound 
recording or movie for educational purposes.

● Always check the terms of use for conditions, restrictions, or limitations when 
using resources accessible via licence or person subscription (e.g., Netflix, 
Spotify, etc.). 



Confused?
Need permission? 

Using a course package?



Copyright Review Request Form (required for course 
packages, email as attachment to Copyright Office)
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/ copyright@ualberta.ca

http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/
http://www.copyright.ualberta.ca/


Remember:
1. Link to resources where 

reasonable, distribute 
with care in the 
classroom.

2. Plan ahead for course 
packages, copyright 
course reviews, and 
permissions.

pedagogically 
sound

via a licence 
(library or CC)

fair dealing 
exception

permission

6-8 weeks

requested by 
CRO or you?



Why should 
you care?

● Your thesis.
● Your career.
● Your classroom.



Why should 
you care?

● Your thesis.
○ Third party content.

○ Publisher policies. 

● Your career.
○ Publisher policies can help or 

hinder the visibility and 
impact of your work. 

○ Creative Commons Licences 
(CC BY…) facilitate reuse.

● Your classroom.
○ UofA policies and procedures.
○ UofA Fair Dealing Guidelines.



Questions?
copyright@ualberta.ca

Amanda Wakaruk, MLIS, MES
Copyright Librarian

Copyright Office, Learning Services 
University of Alberta

amanda.wakaruk@ualberta.ca
@awakaruk (personal)

mailto:copyright@ualberta.ca
mailto:copyright@ualberta.ca

